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More septic systems in New Hampshire are failing, and the pandemic may be to blame.

The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services says it received more

replacement applications in May of this year than in May of 2019.

Those replacements can be expensive, costing anywhere between $10,000 to $30,000.

DES spokesman Jim Martin thinks more people working from home may be responsible.

“Under the situation that we’re living in today, where many, many households have their

entire families staying at home much more than they ever have in the past, there’s much
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more stress being put on their septic systems," he says.

People may also be using more antibacterial cleaners in their homes because of the

coronavirus. Overuse of those products and disposing of them can be bad for septic

tanks, which need healthy bacteria to work well.

Martin recommends monitoring the use of cleaning products and he’s reminding people

septic tanks should be pumped every three to five years. 

There are fewer applications in general this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, and

the percentage of failed application systems has increased from one third of all

applications a year ago to 45% of all applications in May 2020, according to DES.

The number of failed septic systems increased last month to 250, up from 239 a year ago

for May.
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New England News

Fear and low morale at New England EPA office
as it loses a quarter of its staff under Trump
Vivian La, September 17, 2025

The regional branch of the EPA has lost more than 150 employees since the start of the Trump
administration's efforts to reduce the agency’s workforce, according to union leaders.
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Ayotte begins search for new Public Utilities
Commission chair
Mara Hoplamazian, September 15, 2025

The governor announced Monday she would not re-nominate the current chair, Daniel
Goldner.

NH News

Bryan Gould makes his case to the Executive
Council for his NH Supreme Court nomination
Mara Hoplamazian, September 12, 2025

Lawyer colleagues and other GOP lawmakers spoke fondly of Gould at Friday’s hearing. But
environmental advocates opposed his nomination because of his long history of work for
Casella Waste Systems, a company proposing a new landfill in Dalton.
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NH News

What will it take to end NH’s long-running
drought?
Kate Dario, September 11, 2025

Some parts of the state need as much as a foot of rain to restore soil health ahead of this
winter. But experts say not all precipitation events are created equal.
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After a record week of rescues, Hampton Beach
lifeguards are keeping an eye on Hurricane Erin
Kate Dario, August 20, 2025

Lifeguards rescued 144 people last week, and the state’s beach patrol says there has been an
increase in rip currents lately. Risk is also high later this week as Hurricane Erin moves north.
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